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For more information, to read this newsletter online or to contact us go to www.tivertonlibrary.org and click the Friends link

12 Ways Libraries Are Good for the Country

|. Libraries inform citizens.
Democracy vests supreme power in the people.
Libraries make democracy work by providing
access to information so that citizens can make
the decisions necessary to govern themselves.

2. Libraries break down

boundaries.

Libraries provide free family literacy programs for
low-literate, illiterate, and non-English-speaking
people.

3. Libraries level the playing field.
Economists have cited a growing income inequity
in America, with the gap between the richest and
poorest citizens becoming wider year by year.
Libraries make all their resources equally available
to all members of its community, regardless of
income, class, or other factors.

4. Libraries value the individual.
Library doors swing open for independent thinking
without prejudgment. Libraries offer alternatives
to the manipulations of commercialism.

5. Libraries nourish creativity.
By stimulating curiosity, the library serves the
purpose of lifting the mind beyond its horizons.

6. Libraries open kids’ minds.
Children get a handle on personal responsibility by
holding a library card of their own, a card that
gives them access to new worlds in books, videos,
audiotapes, computers, games, toys, and more.

7. Libraries return high dividends.
What do companies such as Gallo wines and |
Can’t Believe It’s Yogurt chain have in common?
Libraries made millionaires out of each of these
company's owners by providing crucial start-up
information. Libraries are there to help people
with more personal goals, too.
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8. Libraries build communities. No
narrow definition of community will work in a
library. Each community has its libraries and its
special collections. Libraries validate and unify; they
save lives, literally and by preserving the record of
those lives. Community-building means libraries link
people with information. Librarians have become
experts at helping others navigate the Internet.
Before there was talk of cyberspace, there were
libraries, paving the way for the superhighway.

9. Libraries make families

friendlier.

The American family’s best friend, the library, offers
support services such as homework centers,
literacy training, parenting materials, after-school
activities, summer reading programs, and outreach.

10. Libraries challenge everyone.
Willingness to look at all sides of an issue is good
for the nation in any context; it is particularly
valuable when combined with the egalitarianism and
openness that characterize libraries.

| 1. Libraries offer sanctuary.
Perhaps it is because in the library we are
answerable to no one;alone with our private
thoughts, fantasies, and hopes, we are free to
nourish what is most precious to us with the silent
companionship of others we do not know.

12. Libraries preserve the past.
Libraries enable us to communicate through
distance and time with the living and the dead. It is a
miracle kept available by the meticulous sorting,
storing, indexing, and preservation that still
characterizes library work.

Adapted from “12 Ways Libraries Are Good for the
Country,” American Libraries 26 (December 1995): 1113-
19.2000 revision.
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Library Welcomes New
Assistant Director

The library community would like to welcome Prudence Fallon
as the new Assistant Director and Head of Technology at
Tiverton Libraries.

Her managerial responsibilities include assisting the Library
Director with budget, policy implementation, staff training and
management, acquisitions, vendor relations, and stepping in for
the Director when necessary.

In addition, as Head of Technology, she will be making sure the
computers* are maintained and ready for the patrons as well as
ensuring security of the electronic systems. “Everybody—from
toddlers to seniors--is using the 13 public computers (not
including our laptops) tucked into every available space in the
tiny Essex building. And beyond that, people of all ages are
using the libraries’ WIFI access and bringing in their own laptop
computers!”

Some of her earliest memories were of her father introducing
her to the classics in the Sudbury (MA) Public Library. He would
give her books “way over my head”, she laughs, “like an
illustrated children’s version of Canterbury Tales when | was 6.
And he’'d read to me from A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh or
Kingsley’s Waterbabies.” She loved it all.

Prudence believes that her combination of corporate
experience, working at Ocean Spray Cranberries, and her
library experience have given her the necessary technology,
customer service, and management skills for her new position.
Her responsibilities grew from being a docent and supervisor in
Cranberry World, to acting as Consumer Ombudsman in
Customer Service, and through several departments such as
Purchasing, Communications, Intranet Management, as well as
Research and Development. During that time, as a working
parent, she acquired an undergraduate degree in
Communications from Roger Williams University and a Masters
in Library and Information Science through a combination of on-
campus and distance learning from the University of Pittsburgh.
She had ‘fingertip access to all the academic databases’ from
her home.

Since leaving the corporate sector, Prudence has had library
experience in Little Compton, Barrington, and Warren. She
remembers when she first moved to the area a while ago,
walking up the steps at Essex, turning to look out over the
Sakonnet River and thinking, “I'd like to be here some day.”

Libraries, she feels, are developing into community information
and media centers ---places to stay and spend time, where
people of common interests can meet, where people can find
assistance to sort through information and have time to
evaluate what they find.

And her other interests? Outdoors activities and travel with her
husband and family, the theater, music (especially local
musicians) and ... the OCEAN!

Welcome aboard, Prue.

*Computers in Rhode Island public libraries are available through the
generosity of the Champlin Foundations.

Calendar
April 13 - 19 - National Library Week

April 17 - Genealogy Workshop at Essex Library -
6:30 pm

April 28-May 3 - Preschool Storytime Registration at
Essex Library - Register in the Children's Room or call
the Children's Room at 401-625-6796 ext 14

June 7 - Friends Street Fair at Ponta-Patriots Club

Another Successful FOTL Book Fair

Thanks to all who participated in the FOTL Book Fair at
Barnes & Noble Middletown, especially the Essex Teen
Council, Paula Tartaglino, The Potter Shelter, all who
made purchases during the event on March 14 & 15,
and to the wonderful staff at Barnes & Noble who were
so helpful. View pictures of the event at
www.tivertonlibrary.org

Staff Picks

Dorrie - Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac by Gabrielle
Zevin (young adult fiction)

Maureen - Shakespeare: The World as Stage by Bill
Bryson (non-fiction)

John - Down the Nile: Alone in a Fisherman's Skiff by
Rosemary Mahoney and Inheriting the Trade: A Northern
Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Slave-
Trading Dynasty in US History by Thomas DeWolf (both
non-fiction)

Marian — Michael Clayton and Becoming Jane (both
motion pictures on DVD)

Janet — Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners by Laurie
Keller and The Buffalo Storm by Katherine Applegate (both
children's picture books)

Prudence — Bel Canto by Ann Patchett (fiction) and Into to
the Wild by Jon Krakauer (non-fiction)

Essex Book Group's
April Pick

Union Book Group's
April Pick

A THOUSAND
SPLENDID SUNS

L THE KSTE RUNNER

*
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Suite Francaise: A novel
by Irene Némirovsky

A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini
May Pick: Water for
Elephants: A Novel by Sara
Gruen
Meets 1% Friday of the month at

10:30 a.m. Meets 3™ Thursay of the month

at 1:30 p.m.
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Gifts That Keep on Giving

Your donation to the Friends will allow the library to purchase
a new book, magazine, music CD, or DVD in the name of
someone you love or want to honor.

Choose from an age level or subject area. A bookplate will be
placed in the book to commemorate your gift. It is a
wonderful way to celebrate a birthday, anniversary, special
occasion, or provide a memorial.

Thanks to the Jenkins, Provost, and Tartaglino families for
their recent donations.

Speak with library director, Cheryl el-Aziz, to learn more about
this program or view information at www.tivertonlibrary.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for STREET FAIR

® Artisans & Vendors are invited to
participate - NEW this year vendors will be
juried — Application deadline: April 30™

® Bakers are invited to provide cookies & small
finger desserts.

® Spring Cleaners: the Friends are seeking
donations of gently used items, excluding
clothing and books, for the Friends Fabulous
Finds Flea Market . Tax-deductible donations
may be brought to Essex Library on Friday
afternoon, June 6, or to the Ponta-Patriots
Club on Saturday morning June 7 between 8
and 10am.

® Volunteers are also needed to assist with
setup and cleanup as well as working at the
Fair.

For details contact the library at 401-625-6796 ext 10
or see the Friends page at www.tivertonlibrary.org

Celebrate National Volunteers Week

We thank all those in the community who have given
of their time and talent for the benefit of library

service for residents of all ages.

Welcome aboard Pat Terra, Secretary &

Kathy Gallagher, Archivist/Historian

Friends are GREEN All Year

Your donations of pennies, cash register receipts,

used printer/fax cartridges, cell phones and used

vehicles are recycled into cash for Tiverton library
needs.

Ask us how.

Tiverton Library's Children's Coordinator Appointed to State Advisory Team

Janet Kosinski has been named to the Children's Librarians' Transition Team at the Rhode Island State Office of
Library and Information Services. Throughout the month of February, Janet collected signatures on a petition she
wrote seeking to preserve the Children's Services Coordinator position on the state level. Because of state budget
cuts, that position was under threat of elimination, or of remaining unfilled for a period of time upon the
retirement of Melody Allen, the current state Children's Services Coordinator. The importance of this position to
the development of youth services and funding, and how its elimination would affect children's services at our
library (and at libraries throughout the state) was relayed, via the petition and letters, to Howard Boksenbaum,
the head of OLIS. Thanks to all our patrons who took the “Call to Action,” signed the petition and gave Tiverton

Library Services a voice on the Transition Team.
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Library Continues to Grow in Importance to Community

Despite the town's deepening fiscal crisis, budget cuts impacting every town department, increasing
energy costs and inadequate space, the library's ever-increasing importance to Tiverton's residents is
reflected in the library's statistical report for the 2007 fiscal year.

® Total VISITS to the library: 70,351 = 9.26% increase over FY 2006

® Total BOOKS in the library's collections: 50,931

® Total NEW BOOKS purchased in 2006-07: 1,561

® NEW MEDIA purchased in 2006-07 (Talking Books, DVDs, and music CDs): 438 (In addition, we
received a $22,000 grant from the Champlin Foundations for audio materials for all ages)
PERIODICALS: 114
Total CIRCULATION of materials for FY 2006-07: 129,505 = 9% increase over previous year
LOANS from OTHER LIBRARIES (Ocean State Libraries as well as national libraries):
14,898 = 8.5% increase over FY 2006
PROGRAMS offered: 412
Adult & youth ATTENDANCE at PROGRAMS: 9,235
Computer users from Library's Webpage: 49,821
Library owns 19 COMPUTERS purchased through Champlin Grants

Essex Library Union Library

Friday 10am to 5Spm  ~

238 Highland Road, Tiverton RI 02878
(401) 625-6796
Hours
Monday to Thursday 10am to 8pm
Saturday 10am to 4pm

3832 Main Road, Tiverton RI 02878
(401) 625-6799
Hours
Tuesday 10am to Spm
Saturday 10am to 1pm

Friends of Tiverton Libraries meet on the 4" Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. at the Sakonnet Bay Manor Activity
Room, 1215 Main Road. New Friends welcome!

Name I can help...
Address Serve on the Board
City State_ Zip Fundraising

Email Event planning
Phone

Join The Friends Of Tiverton Libraries

A §501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization

Tax-Deductible Annual Membership
$10 Individual $15 Family $25 Patron
$50 Corporate $ Other Donation

Please enclose this coupon with a check payable to

FOTL
Mail to: FOTL, 238 Highland Road, Tiverton RI 02878

Annual Street Fair

Publicity

Newsletter and Webpage

My employer matches my donation

Other
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